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• 240 Total Employees
• Serving MI, IN, Northern WI 
• 8000 Customers
• $26 Million in Annual Sales







Year Herds Enrolled Cows Monthly Samples
2000 1,197 169,433 130,463 
2001 1,322 185,749 148,224 
2002 1,257 180,485 152,849 
2003 1,228 186,816 153,753 
2004 1,478 219,649 188,737 
2005 1,486 228,913 207,073 
2006 1,497 235,686 192,979 
2007 1,440 251,595 197,028 
2008 1,363 265,127 206,138 
2009 1,306 261,507 201,956 
2010 1,300 274,696 212,280 
2011 1,296 290,335 225,743
2012 1,287 298,470 232,761
2013 1,316 323,622 249,207
20142014 1,3361,336 336,634336,634 276,793276,793





















 

Speed Speed 
-
 

Larger pen size increases milking time
-
 

Less time to test


 

Variable milkings Variable milkings 
--
 

2x, 3x, 4x or more


 

Computer data exchangesComputer data exchanges


 

Proper trained workforce for large herdsProper trained workforce for large herds





 

Interface w/ onInterface w/ on--farm dairy management system for ID & milk farm dairy management system for ID & milk 
weightsweights



 

Manual SystemsManual Systems
◦

 

Proper cow information for test day procedures i.e. – Dates & Cow 
Data
◦

 

Extra health & management data requested i.e. – Pregnancy, 
Johne’s, BVD, Leukosis, MUN, Mastitis, Progesterone, Neospora, NEFA
◦

 

Sampling format – names, numbers, milking order, etc.
◦

 

Print test day worksheets – If needed



Economical  *  User friendly  *  Top‐notch on‐farm support

“We’ve found PCDART to be very easy 
to use and the support is great.”





DAIRY MANAGEMENTDAIRY MANAGEMENT

••AFI FARMAFI FARM
••COW SEARCHCOW SEARCH
••DAIRY COMPDAIRY COMP‐‐305305
••DAIRY PLANDAIRY PLAN
••DAIRY QUESTDAIRY QUEST
••DELAVAL (ALPRO)DELAVAL (ALPRO)
••DELAVAL (DELPRO)DELAVAL (DELPRO)
••HERDMETRIXHERDMETRIX
••LELYLELY

MILK RECORDING SYSTEMMILK RECORDING SYSTEM

••AFIKIM AFIKIM ––

 

AFMILKAFMILK
••DELAVAL DELAVAL ––

 

ALPRO/DELPROALPRO/DELPRO
••BOUMATIC BOUMATIC ––

 

AGRICOMPAGRICOMP
••AFIKIM AFIKIM ––

 

AFIFARMAFIFARM
••GEA GEA ––

 

DAIRY PLANDAIRY PLAN
••GERMANIAGERMANIA
••DAIRY MASTERDAIRY MASTER
••BECOBECO
••LELYLELY

HEAT MONITORING HEAT MONITORING 

 

SYSTEMSYSTEM

••SELECT DETECTSELECT DETECT
••SCR HEATIME HRSCR HEATIME HR
••SCR SCR 

 

DATAFLOW/HEATIME PRODATAFLOW/HEATIME PRO
••AFIFARMAFIFARM
••BOUMATIC HEATSEEKER BOUMATIC HEATSEEKER 

 

IIII
••DELAVAL DELAVAL ––

 

ALPROALPRO
••ENGS ENGS ––

 

TRACK A COWTRACK A COW
••SENSOORSENSOOR
••AI24AI24





 

More meters/different samplersMore meters/different samplers


 

Proper trainingProper training


 

More DHI specialists needed per More DHI specialists needed per 
herdherd



 

Robotic SpecialistsRobotic Specialists
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RFID Improves Test Day Accuracy

•• Eliminate issues with:Eliminate issues with:
–– Dirty visual tagsDirty visual tags
–– Transposition of visual tag Transposition of visual tag 

numbersnumbers
–– Transposition of cow order Transposition of cow order 

in the parlorin the parlor

•• Reduce errors by:Reduce errors by:
–– Only handle the data onceOnly handle the data once
–– RealReal--time cow side time cow side 

information is availableinformation is available













 

ICAR approved metersICAR approved meters


 

Correct Cow IdentificationCorrect Cow Identification


 

Parlor SpeedParlor Speed


 

Animal behaviorAnimal behavior--disposition and disposition and 
temperamenttemperament



 

Expanded health diagnostic Expanded health diagnostic 
testingtesting













Individual, group and whole‐herd test options with milk, blood and tissue samples. To 

 

learn more, call 800.631.3510 or talk to your NorthStar specialist.

Test routine DHI milk 

 
samples for:
•Johne’s
•Leukosis
•BVD
•Contagious Mastitis
•Progesterone
•Neospora
•Pregnancy

http://www.northstarcooperative.com/




Advantages of DNA‐based mastitis 
detection over culture:

Speed ∙ Identify organisms in as little 
as 24 hours
Flexibility ∙ Test treated cows & 
preserved samples
Versatility ∙ Detects most major 
mastitis causing organisms in one 
assay
Convenience ∙ Allows sample analysis 
on routinely collected DHI samples 
Sensitivity ∙ 5‐10 time greater; 
detects dead/dying organisms that 
result in ‘no growth’ on culture
Cost Savings ∙ Samples can be 
effectively pooled, reducing costs

Mastitis DNA Testing
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

 

Milking speedMilking speed


 

RobotsRobots--teat placement/body weight/body teat placement/body weight/body 
conditioncondition



 

Health DataHealth Data


 

Disposition/ TemperamentDisposition/ Temperament


 

Calving EaseCalving Ease--Real TimeReal Time


 

Pregnancy Conception RatesPregnancy Conception Rates-- Real TimeReal Time


 

In ParlorIn Parlor-- LaboratoriesLaboratories


 

On Farm Training and SupporOn Farm Training and Supportt



Year Herds Enrolled Cows Monthly Samples
2000 1,197 169,433 130,463 
2001 1,322 185,749 148,224 
2002 1,257 180,485 152,849 
2003 1,228 186,816 153,753 
2004 1,478 219,649 188,737 
2005 1,486 228,913 207,073 
2006 1,497 235,686 192,979 
2007 1,440 251,595 197,028 
2008 1,363 265,127 206,138 
2009 1,306 261,507 201,956 
2010 1,300 274,696 212,280 
2011 1,296 290,335 225,743
2012 1,287 298,470 232,761
2013 1,316 323,622 249,207
20142014 1,3361,336 336,634336,634 276,793276,793



…as the worlds population continues to 
demand safe, viable dairy products for 

public consumption.

Even more change is coming as demographics 

 
continue to change in cow care, management and 

 
real time information



Kevin Kevin HaaseHaase
NorthStarNorthStar Cooperative Cooperative –– DHI Manager DHI Manager 
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