
ICAR CLAW HEALTH ATLAS
Asymmetric claws  

(AC)

© Fiedler, GER

Significant difference in width, height and/
or length between outer and inner claw 
which cannot be balanced by trimming

Concave dorsal wall 
(CD)

© Thomas, FRA

Concave shape of the dorsal wall

Corkscrew claw 
 (CC)

© Kofler, AUT

Any torsion of either the outer or inner 
claw. The dorsal edge of the wall 

deviates from a straight line

Interdigital/superficial 
dermatitis (ID)

© Knappe-Poindecker, NOR

All kind of mild dermatitis around the 
claws that is not classified as digital 

dermatitis

Double sole  
(DS)

© Fjeldaas, NOR

Two or more layers of under-run sole horn

Heel horn erosion 
(HHE)

© Müller, GER

Erosion of the bulbs, in severe cases  
typically V-shaped, possibly extending to 

the corium

Interdigital  
hyperplasia (IH)

© Kofler, AUT

Interdigital growth of fibrous tissue

Horizontal horn  
fissure (HFH)

© Greenough, CAN

Horizontal crack in the claw wall

White line fissure 
(WLF)

© Kofler, AUT

Separation of the white line which remains 
after balancing both soles

White line abscess 
(WLA)

© Kofler, AUT

Necro-purulent inflammation of the 
corium

Toe ulcer  
(TU)

© Fjeldaas, NOR

Ulcer located at the toe

Toe necrosis  
(TN)

© Delacroix, FRA

Necrosis of the tip of the toe with  
involvement of bone tissue

Vertical horn fissure 
(HFV)

© Kofler, AUT

Vertical (longitudinal) crack in the outer or 
dorsal claw wall

Interdigital phlegmon 
(IP)

© Kofler, AUT

Symmetric painful swelling of the foot 
commonly accompanied with odorous 
smell with sudden onset of lameness

Swelling of coronet 
and/or bulb (SW)

© Kofler, AUT

Uni- or bilateral swelling of tissue above 
horn capsule, which may be caused by 

different conditions

Sole hemorrhage  
diffused (SHD)

© Capion, DK

Diffused light red to yellowish discolora-
tion

Sole hemorrhage  
circumscribed (SHC)

© Kofler, AUT

Clear differentiation between 
discolored and normal colored horn

Thin sole  
(TS)

© Fiedler, GER

Sole horn yields (feels spongy) when fin-
ger pressure is applied

Scissor claws  
(SC)

© Bergsten, SWE

Tip of toes crossing each other

Sole ulcer  
(SU)

© Delacroix, FRA

Penetration through the sole horn 
exposing fresh or necrotic corium

Bulb ulcer  
(BU)

© Kofler, AUT

Ulcer located at the bulb

Axial horn fissure  
(HFA)

© Malmo, AUS

Vertical (longitudinal) crack in the inner 
claw wall

Digital dermatitis  
(DD)

© Müller, GER

Infection of the digital and/or interdigital skin with erosion, mostly painful ulcerations and/or 
chronic hyperkeratosis/proliferation

© Thomas, FRA

The ICAR Claw Health Atlas can be downloaded from: http://www.icar.org/Documents/ICAR_Claw_Health_Atlas.pdf


