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Objectives

• To improve the convenience and 
usefulness of the desktop computer and 
the central database

• To deliver these benefits with value



Data Flow

Traditional DHI-to-PC

Wireless
Router

USB 
Cable

Wireless
Telecom

Farm PCCentral DHI 
Database









































History

• PocketDairy Palm (2000)
– Palm operating system
– Design discipline for hardware and software
– Successful (> 1,100 subscribers)

• PocketDairy PPC (2005)
– Windows PocketPC operating system
– Lack of design discipline by Microsoft & DRMS
– Unsuccessful (in terms of popularity)



Progress

• Released to beta users 2011
– Highly successful – 350+ users within months
– Surprises

• Non-phone vs. “Only one device to carry”
• Emotional response

• Full release in June



Farmer Comments
• “I like entering breedings on the Android so much, that I 

want to breed more cows, just so I can enter the 
breedings on the Android.” Marty Burken, Iowa

• “I've been using the Pocket Dairy for Android since last 
year. As a herd manager of over 400 cows, this is an 
awesome tool to have! I love that when I’m not on the 
farm and my boss calls with a cow question, I can just 
pull up her info. I'm always prepared now! Thank you for 
such a great program!” April Phelps, Virginia

• “I renewed my cell phone contract and got an Android 
JUST because of PocketDairy !!! My husband asks me 
to look for cow , heifer fresh date , breeding date, 
whatever info needed. I have it on MY phone .... He's 
going to have to get HIS OWN phone.... But we love it!” 
Hope Reynolds, Kentucky



Technical
• Android operating system 2.2+
• Developed in Java
• Uses installed SQL database
• External interface by simple text file
• Foreign language support by XML file
• Avoids the Android Market system (data/updates)

• Works on phones or non-phone devices
• Devices can be used for other software
• Why not browser-based?  (not always available)



• Android (58), Apple (25), Windows Mobile (2)
• Cross platform development tools



Future

• Better telecom coverage in rural areas
• Speech recognition and output
• Delivery of central agency products and 

services



Summary of Primary Benefits

• Reduces delays in decision-making
• Conserves time
• Conserves walking
• Conserves paper
• Opens channel for central agency information
• Simple to use; no instruction manual

Mike Yoder
Dairy Farmer, Indiana, USA
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