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Total Dairy Farms 6,883 (49% herd recorded)


 

Total Dairy Cows 1.6 million (44% herd recorded)


 

Average Herd Size: 230 cows
(Source: Dairy Australia, 2011 and ADHIS, 2011)

National Statistics



ADHIS is a National Evaluation Body



How do farmers make breeding decisions?


 

Ranking of Bulls on the national index (APR)


 

Reliability of the proof (ABVs)


 

Advise (various)


 

Cost


 

Genetic Merit for specific                           
traits

Farmers Individual Breeding Objective



Tools and current research

Top Bulls – Pick from the Guide

Benchmark your rate of 
Genetic Gain

Develop your our index



Good Bulls Guide


 

Top 1SD Bulls 
based on APR


 

List ranked by;


 
APR


 

Production


 

Longevity (Survival)


 

Mastitis Resistance


 

Type


 

Reliability



Holstein – APR (Profit) List



Jersey - Reliability List



Selectabull


 

A simple on-line tool to help 
farmers develop their breeding 
objective and find the bulls they 
want


 

Breeding Objective Tool


 

Simple/Customised ‘search’


 

the ability to save and recall      
for future reference





Genetic Progress Report


 

Benchmark individual herds genetic gain 


 

Provide a ‘picture’ of the herd at a genetic 
level


 

Allow farmers to reflect on breeding decisions



Genetic Progress Report



Genetic Progress Report



Genetic Progress Report



Feeding the Genes - Aims


 

To analyse the relationship between genetic 
merit & feeding systems.


 

To provide information to farmers and 
advisors supporting the value of genetics. 


 

To address the  perception that genetics is 
not as important because ‘most cows are not 
fed to their genetic potential’



Feeding The Genes Project

Project will compare high vs low genetic merit 
cows within five clearly defined feeding 
systems. 
1.Pasture - up to 1.0 tonne grain/concentrates

2.Pasture - more than 1.0 tonne grain/concentrates

3.Pasture (partial mixed ration on feed pad ±
 grain/concentrates fed in bail).

4.Hybrid system. (Pasture grazed < nine months per 
year + partial mixed ration on feed pad).

5.TMR system. 



Conclusions


 

ADHIS aims to drive the rate of genetic gain 
for profit in Australia whilst supporting farmers 
to achieve their individual breeding objective


 

Data driven decisions


 

Feedback on Tools – positive



Key Partners

www.adhis.com.au

http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/
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