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Worldmap – ICAR Reference laboratories
2016
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49 ICAR Ref Laboratories
36 ICAR Countries

44 % countries 
participated in the ICAR
PT with at least one parameter 



 To promote the ICAR brand and a GLOBAL participation
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ICAR PT AIMs

 To connect the ICAR milk reference laboratories 

 To create a professional collaboration with the ICAR PT 
participants

 To provide individual performance over the time

To calculate the reproducibility among the ICAR 
laboratories for reference and routine methods

 To evaluate if the ICAR PT reproducibility is fit for the the 
ICAR purposes and it is lower than reproducibility specified 
in the ISO standard

To highlight the laboratories that participate in the 
ICAR PT to be consistent with the ICAR certificate of 
quality 



ICAR reviewed the contract with the Actalia

ICAR 
 Coordinate the technical decision taken in the ICAR MA SC and to apply 

them in the ICAR PT (e.g to extend the participation to the routine 
methods)

 Announce the ICAR PT
 Collect the participation form
 Receive the ICAR PT results (owner of the data)
 Provide to Actalia the data for the statistical elaboration
 Invoice the ICAR participant
 Maintain direct contact with the ICAR reference laboratories
 To provide a customized individual report with the indication to improve 

own performance
 To maintain the ZSPT  and ZS FIX control charts over the time

Actalia NOW is a sub-contractor accreditated ISO 17043
 Prepare the samples 
 Distribute the samples
 Provide the statistical elaboration4

ICAR PT POLICY



For a total of 25 subscriptions



ICAR PT REPORTS
(PARTICIPANT VIEW)

Each participant received own report with a summary of own performance 
and individual control charts



ICAR PT REPORTS
(PARTICIPANT VIEW)

Each participant received own report with a summary of own performance 
and individual control charts



• http://www.icar.org/index.php/certifications/milk‐laboratories‐proficiency‐test‐2016

ICAR PT REPORTS
(PARTICIPANT VIEW)

Each participant received own report with a summary of own performance 
and individual control charts



ICAR PT REPORTS
(ICAR VIEW)
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15 laboratories            
10 samples

2 Labs OUT OF THE TARGET ( 13 % )
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ICAR Interlaboratory Proficiency Study - March  2016

FAT (REFERENCE METHOD



ICAR PT REPORTS
(ICAR VIEW)

SCC (REFERENCE & ROUTINE METHOD)
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27 laboratories            
10 samples

24 Labs OUT OF THE TARGET ( 89 % )
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ICAR Interlaboratory Proficiency Study - March  2016 89 % out of the taget



Reference System for Somatic Cell 
Counting (RSSCC)

IDF/ICAR Project Group
4 Continents
17 Countries
27 Members



CONCLUSIONS

To re-call the attention of the non participant 
laboratories  for the next PT round September 2016

To improve the communication with the sub-contractor 

To report the results in the MA SC and to evaluate 
possible statistical technical implementations

To evaluate to consider the participation of 
non-ICAR members
(dairy industry-university centres, other)


