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INTRODUCTION
What is ICAR?

The International Committee for Animal Recording (ICAR) is athe werld-wideworldwide membership
based organization for the standardization of: animal identification, -ane-animal recording and genetic

evaluation, of farm animals.-i—animat-preduction- Its aim is to promete—facilitate improvement and
development-ofin-antmal._animal productivity, animal health, animal care, food safety, and the impact of

animal production on the environment. It does this —recerding—and-evaluation-and—animal-production
through the formulation of rules, definitions, s—ané-standards, and guidelines for-the —measurement

recording: ef-traits of economlc mpeﬁanee—ef—tapm—&mmals—&ndlmportance and character|st|cs of
production systems with-b : Brod : -and :

#ndmgsICAR pubhshes mformatlon (WWW icar. orq)

Disclaimer

The following terms and conditions apply to the_ICARse Gguidelines. By using these guidelines you
accept the following terms and conditions-.as-stated-below.

1. Reliability and accountability. These ICAR Gguidelines are offered to you by ICAR. No rights may
be derived from this publication. Despite the care and accuracy with which the information_contained in
the ICAR Guidelines is prepared, theyis—material may contain information that is incorrect and_for
incomplete. ICAR is not liable for the direct or indirect damage resulting from the use of the information
ot-in the ICAR Gthese-guidelines. ICAR reserves the right to make corrections and changes, without
prior warning, to the terms and conditions, information, logo's and pictures_contained in the ICAR
Guidelines. Certain hyperlinks (references outside of the domain www.icar.org) contained in the_ICAR
Gse-guidelines will take-yeupoint to sites of third parties. ICAR is not liable for the information offered



http://www.icar.org/
http://www.icar.org/

there.

2. _Copyrights. To the contents of the ICAR se-Gguidelines intellectual property rights apply, including
in any case copyrights, database rights and trademark rights. You are not entitled to exploit, multiply or
otherwise trade any of the contents of the ICARse Gguidelines without express prior approval of ICAR.
You-_Cmay-contact ICAR for more information about the use of the material_contained in the ICAR
Guidelines.
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These terms and conditions are applicable in accordance with the prevailing law in Italy. Disputes that-have-come
abeut-are, in the first instance, subject to the prevailing law as-applicable-in Italy. ICARWe reserves the right to
change the contents of the ICAR Gguidelines and the text of this judicial-declaration at any desired moment as
we-it sees fit.

http://www.icar.org/pages/recording_guidelines.htmen-hard-copy-at-the tCARoffice-at:

The latest version of these |ICAR Gguidelines is are—available from the web site at

Printed copies of the ICAR Guidelines are available from:
Secretariat of ICAR

Via Savoia 78, sc. A int. 3

00198 Roma, Italy

Tel.:+39-06 8523 7-231

Fax: +39-06 -4426 6798;

E-mail: icar@icar.org



http://www.icar.org/pages/recording_guidelines.htm

ecording Practices

INTERNATHONAL -AGREEMENT ON -IDENTIFICATION,

RECORDING AND -GENETIC-EVALUATION IN ANIMAL
PRODUCTION.

1 Preamble

1. The International Committee for Animal Recording (hereinafter referred to as ICAR) is a worldwide
membership based organization whose aim is to facilitatefer the-improvement in:_animal productivity,
animal health, animal care, food safety, and the impact of animal production on the environment. It does
this_through the formulation of rules, definitions, standards, and guidelines for recording: traits of

econom|c |mportance and characterlstlcs of production systems.and—development—offarm—animal

ammal—predueﬂen—lCAR is reglstered as an mternatlonal non- governmental and non- prof|t organ|zat|on
in Italy. Its objects and functions are detailed in its Statutes.

32. In recognition of national and international legislation affecting its members, ICAR will incorporate
legal agreements into its rules, standards and guidelines.

3. The rules; standards-and-guidelines-as laid down in this agreement, and the standards and guidelines

as contained in the ICAR Guidelines, are regarded as the minimum requirements_within the aims of ICAR
for ensuring satisfactory recording, genetic evaluation, and certification in animal production.-within-the
aims-oHCAR:

4. The agreement is designed to allow member organizations a degree of choice and flexibility within the
rules, —and-standards_and guidelines, while ensuring that-there is a satisfactory degree of uniformity
within the record keeping and genetic evaluation methods among ICAR member-erganizations.

5. Rules, standards and guidelines may be supplemented from time to time by additional provisions
approved by the General Assembly of ICAR.

Article 2. General rules

1. Any new member organization shall adopt and satisfy thise Agreement within two years of taking up
membership.

2. Each member organization shall, on request, submit its recording rules in English to the ICAR
Secretariat.

3. Any Member or Associate Member wishing to withdraw from the agreement, or withdrawing its
recognition of a recording organization, shall notify the ICAR Secretariat Beard-in advance of the date of
its planned withdrawal. The ICAR Secretariat Beard—will then immediately—notify all other member
organizations of that fact and of the date of withdrawal.

4. The ICAR Board may revoke the recognition of a member organization if the latter ceases to satisfy
this agreement.

Article 3. Registration—ofresultsand-authentication—ofrecordsRecording and genetic evaluation

activities

1-Each member organization shall keep the ICAR Secretariat informed of any changes in the range of its
recording and genetic evaluation related activities using the appropriate form as provided by the
Secretariat.
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Article 4. Comply with ICAR Guidelines

The member organization agrees to comply with the ICAR standards and guidelines, as contained in the
latest version of the ICAR Guidelines, that are relevant to the range of recording and genetic evaluation
activities undertaken by the member.

Article 54. Certificates

1. Certificates containing recording and genetic—evaluation results may only be issued by a Member
Organization_in accordance with the relevant section(s) of the ICAR Guidelines.




2. Certificates related to animal health, animal care, safety of animal products and to environmental
impact of production may only be issued by a Member Organization carrying out recording in related
fields.

3. Certificates on suitability of identification and recording devices shall be issued by ICAR.

4. Certificate of Quality confirming the adherence to this Agreement and to the ICAR Guidelines can be
issued by ICAR.

Article 65. Recording: basic principles

1. Herd/Flock - Any group of animals kept for the same purpose and at the same location shall be
regarded as a whole herd/flock. For a record to be considered an official record, the whole herd as
defined above must be recorded.

2. ldentification — Every animal in a herd/flock must be identified uniquely identified using a officially
system approved for the country in accordance with the relevant section of the ICAR Guidelines.

3. Base record — Every animal should have accurate basic data recorded including birth date, sex,
ancestry, date of movement in and out of the herd/flock, and date of death, in accordance with the
relevant section of the ICAR Guidelines.

4. Trait records — Every trait recorded for an animal should be recorded in accordance with the relevant
section of the ICAR Guidelines.Records—oftraits-of an-individual-animal-should-be-a indicati

52. Records of characteristics of production systems should be true indicators of the state of animal
health, animal care, food safety and the environment_and be recorded in accordance with the relevant

section of the ICAR Guidelines.-

Article 7. Evaluation: basic principles
1. Genetic eEvaluation of traits of an individual animal and-ef-preduction-systems-mustsheuld be carried

out in accordance with this-Agreementthe relevant section of the ICAR Guidelines.

2. Evaluation of productions systems must be carried out in accordance with the relevant section of the
ICAR Guidelines.

32. Member Organizations-organizations carrying out genetic evaluations;parentagerecording-and_and

evaluation of production systems must-can be accredited by ICAR.




Article 8%4. Supervision and quality assurance

1. All Members involved in recording and for evaluation related activities shall establish a system of
supervision.

2. Associate Members involved in production of identification, recording and analytical devices should
establish the system of quality control and quality assurance.

3. For the purpose of this Agreement, the recognized quality assurance systems are ICAR Certificate of
Quality and I1SO accreditation.

Article 934. Publication of results

1. Published records should furnish a true indication of an animal's performance, parentage and genetic
merit. Official records and certificates may be issued only by member organizations and by organizations
approved by them.
2. All published official records should be to a standardized basis as described in the ICAR
RulesGuidelines.

2.1. In all cases the publication of the official record should indicate the methods used as given in

the Sections-ofthis-Agreement|CAR Guidelines.




2.2. Where the record includes estimates of missing data, it must so state.

2.3. The breed, sex and unique identity of the animal and the sire and dam of the animal and of
their sires and dams and the animal's date of birth, should be shown on the official records,
where these are known to the Recording Organization.

2.4. Where the record has been significantly affected by the health of the animal, the record
should so state.

2.5. Where the record has been significantly affected by an unusual management practice and/or
environmental conditions, the record should so state.

3. Details for the publication of records are given in the ICAR Rules-Guidelines on Individual Animal
Certificate



